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History: This message has been replied to.

ASOCIACION IBEROAMERICANA DE MEDICINA AEROESPACIAL. 
En relacion a esta publicacion: 11/14 Flying Blind: Aeromedical Certification and Undiagnosed 
Age-Related Macular Degeneration 
Degeneración Macular Asociada a la edad (DMAE), recordar que a los 50 años o mas puede sospecharse 
y se  enviar al Oftalmologo por el AME, adjunto una referencia sobre una sencilla prueba La Rejilla de 
Amsler. Fondo negro con lineas blancas o fondo blanco con lineas negras  para registro por el paciente.
Adjunto una copia de la parrilla suministrada por un laboratorio, hay las ediciones comerciales por varias 
casas.
Saludos

Dr.Staff
  
Subject: Fw: FAA Aerospace Medicine Publications Alert, 9-27-11
From: Estrella.Forster@faa.gov
Date: Wed, 28 Sep 2011 08:57:12 -0500

Asociación Iberoamericana de Medicina Aeroespacial 

----- Forwarded by Estrella Forster/AMC/FAA on 09/28/2011 08:54 AM ----- 
From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: FAA Aerospace Medicine Publications Alert, 9-27-11 
Sent by: Kathy Wade

Federal Aviation Administration, Office of Aerospace Medicine technical reports 2011-13, 14, 
and 15 are available in fulltext. 

11/13 Drugs and Alcohol in Civil Aviation Accident Pilot Fatalities From 2004-2008 

http://www.faa.gov/library/reports/medical/oamtechreports/2010s/media/201113.pdf 

Authors: Canfield DV, Dubowski KM, Chaturvedi AK, Whinnery JE 

The FAA Office of Aerospace Medicine sets medical standards needed to protect the public 
and pilots from death or injury due to incapacitation of the pilot. As a part of this process, 



toxicology testing is performed by the FAA on almost every pilot who is fatally injured in an 
aviation accident to determine the medical condition of the pilot, medications used by the 
pilot at the time of the accident, and the extent of impairment, if any. The data were 
extracted from the FAA toxicology database for all fatal pilots who died from 2004 and 2008 
in aviation accidents. The laboratory received and tested specimens from 1353 pilots who 
died in aviation accidents between 2004 and 2008. Findings where classified into three 
separate categories: Controlled Dangerous Substance, Prescription, and Over-the-Counter 
drugs. This study was conducted to determine the extent of drug use in pilots who have 
died in an aviation accidents from 2004 to 2008 and to determine the types of drugs most 
commonly found. A comparison of previously published reports with this study’s report was 
made to determine trends in drug use by pilots who have died in aviation accidents over the 
past 20 years. Factors were examined that could influence drug trends noted over the 
years. 
Diphenhydramine, an H

1
 antihistamine with impairing properties, is the most common drug 

found in pilots who have died in aviation accidents. The FAA has taken steps to warn pilots 
of the dangers in using this medication that is dispensed as both a prescription and an 
over-the-counter medication. Because significant aviation performance impairment can be 
associated with diphenhydramine, the Office of Aerospace Medicine will continue to take 
steps to help pilots decide when it is safe to resume flying duties after taking such an 
impairing medication. 

11/14 Flying Blind: Aeromedical Certification and Undiagnosed Age-Related 
Macular Degeneration 

http://www.faa.gov/library/reports/medical/oamtechreports/2010s/media/201114.pdf 

Authors: Nakagawara VB, Montgomery RW 

Background: The love of flying seldom diminishes throughout a pilot’s career. It is often the 
primary motivation for investing the time and expense necessary to attain and maintain a 
valid pilot license and medical certificate. However, a pilot’s ability to meet the physical 
requirements for aeromedical certification may become compromised by advancing age or 
impairments. Individuals with physical limitations or the elderly in a number of states must 
pass a vision test to renew their driver’s license. These individuals may resort to 
extraordinary measures to avoid losing the privilege of operating a motor vehicle and 
maintain a sense of independence. Similarly, pilots with physical limitations may attempt to 
circumvent the Federal Aviation Administration’s aeromedical certification process in order 
to retain a valid medical certificate. Case Report: In an investigation of a fatal accident the 
National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) concluded that the aviation medical examiner 
who issued an airman medical certificate to a visually impaired pilot failed to perform the 
appropriate procedures to verify the validity of medical information provided by the pilot. 
The airman subsequently crashed his aircraft, resulting in his death and the deaths of five 
others onboard. 
Conclusions: The NTSB report stated the pilot's “failure to maintain airplane control for an 
undetermined reason resulted in an inadvertent stall.” The report also stated that “either 
the pilot's macular degeneration or his unrecognized coronary artery disease could have 
contributed to his failure to maintain control of the airplane.” The potential debilitating 
effects associated with these and other serious health issues are discussed. 
11/15 The Line Operations Safety Audit Program: Transitioning From Flight 
Operations to Maintenance and Ramp Operations 
http://www.faa.gov/library/reports/medical/oamtechreports/2010s/media/201115.pdf 

Authors: Ma J, Pedigo M, Blackwell L, Gildea K,
 
Holcomb K, Hackworth C, Hiles J 



Managing risk has become increasingly important in modern organizations, including 
medicine, aviation, and finance. Accident investigation concentrates on failures, which are 
important for discovering major breakdowns, but failures are rare events. Proactive 
approaches offer the flexibility of observing normal operations A Line Operations Safety 
Audit (LOSA) is a voluntary safety program that collects safety data during normal airline 
operations and was originally designed for flight deck operations. The goal of this 
FAA-sponsored project is to capitalize on the 10-plus years of successful audits on the flight 
deck. The hazards that threaten the safety of flight deck operations are not unique to that 
environment. Similar problems are present during maintenance and ramp operations. This 
report provides a review of the use of LOSA, discusses LOSA’s essential operating 
characteristics, lessons learned on the flight deck, and describes the extension of LOSA to 
maintenance and ramp operations. The research team developed tools for airlines and 
maintenance organizations to use as they initiate their maintenance (M-LOSA) and ramp 
(R-LOSA) programs. 
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